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the   reign   of   Mikado   Jirnimi   who   ascended
the throne in 660 B. c.   But many   historians
say that for more   than   one
A              thousand years after the period
SHORT HISTORY    of    Jiinmu's    reign    nothing
OF             existed in Japan which deserves
JAPAN          the name of history.    At   the
very beginning of the Christian
epoch the Chinese travellers found a monarch
in Tamato who had been rulioig over a   vast
portion of Japan.   3?or   many   centuries   after
his reign the  capital was not fixed and with
every new reign it was shifted.    The year 3 A. D.
is assigned as the date  of abolition of human
sacrifice   on   the occasion of the funeral of a
Mikado.   In the' 2nd century Japan was ruled by
a female Mikado of great abilities who became
famous   after   conquering   Korea.    The    real
history    of   Japan    begins     from    the    6th
century when  a   great   wave   of  the    Chinese
civilisation    passed    over    Japan.   Then    the
government   was   reorganised   on   the   Chinese
model and its effect was felt in   the   remotest
provinces and the governors of the   provinces
were appointed from the capital  in   place   of
the hereditary chieftains.   One of the principal
leaders of this movement was Shotuku Daishi